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JINNAH’S FRONTIER VISITS (1936 AND 1945)
AND THEIR IMPACT ON THE
PROVINCIAL POLITICS OF THE N.W.F.P.

DR. SAYED WIQAR ALI SHAH*

The North-West Frontier Province of British India had been of special
importance to the colonial government. Due to its strategic location and
peculiar circumstances, this province remained under strict government

. control. Probably the N.W.F.P. was one'of the few areas where the
British Empire seemed vulnerable.! Security considerations were given
priority over the grant of reforms?: social, economic and political. Thus
while the British government introduced constitutional reforms and certain
other measures required for a kind of self-rule in other parts of India, the
N.W.F.P. was governed through ‘Special Ordinances’ including the
notorious Frontier Crimes Regulations. Every effort was made to restrict
all such activities of the inhabitants of the province which might lead to
the demand for the introduction of reforms and representative government
bringing N.W.F.P. at par with other provinces of British India.

The N.W.F.P. was an overwhelming Muslim-majority province with
93% Muslim population. The Pashtoons.were the dominant community
in the province. The ‘specificity of the Pashtoon identity, with its
combination of religion and nationalism'® made it distinct from the rest of
the South Asia. Since the British conquest (1849) till the partition of India
(1947) the area remained a battle-ground between the Pashtoons and
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the Raj. The Pashtoons opposed it at all levels. In the 20th century,
however, the armed resistance gave way to unarmed struggle, in large
part, due to the inspiration and leadership of Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the
founder of the Khudai Khidmatgar Movement. The inhabitants of the
province resented the official treatment and demanded constitutional,

social and political reforms.
Indeed, the local inhabitants, imbued with their ethnic particularism

always regarded the Raj as a curse. Their immediate/main concern was
to get rid of British imperialism at any cost. Interestingly, during the
freedom movement they initially sided with the Indian National Congress
rather than to give support to their co-religionists in the All-India Muslim
League. Hence the League’s failure to get a stronghold in the N.W.F.P.
till 1945. Various factors contributed to it. Being an overwhelming Muslim
majority province there was no fear of ‘Islam in danger' in the Frontier.
The Frontier inhabitants always regarded the Hindus as merely the money-
lenders and shopkeepers. Therefore, there was no threat of Hindu
domination as it prevailed in Central India and Northern India. The Khudai
Khidmatgars, an indigenous socio-political reform movement with its
emphasis on Pashtoon nationalism, enjoyed the majority support. Its
leader Abdul Ghaffar Khan (popularly known as Bacha Khan) got
popularity for his anti-Imperialist ideas. He approached the masses directly
and urged them to resist imperialism and its supporters, the big Khans,
Khan Bahadurs, Nawabs and Arbabs. He succeeded in getting an
enthusiastic support and a large number of inhabitants of the province
flocked into the Khudai Khidmatgar organisation. _

As mentioned earlier, the local inhabitants initially gave a cool
response to the ideology and party programme of AIML. This was the
only Muslim-majority province which had no League organi'sation. The
central leadership of the AIML, therefore, felt the urge and the necessity
of introducing and popularising its programme. They tried to establish
some contacts with the local Muslims, to urge them to establish a branch
of the AIML but remained unsuccessful for a long time. Muhammad Ali

“Jinnah, the League President, however, established contacts and visited
the N.W.F.P. twice before partition. On both occasions, he was busy in
electioneering.

Jinnah undertook his first visit in October 1936. He stayed there for
a week persuading the local Muslims to join and strengthen the League
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organisation in the province. How far did he succeed in his mission?
This is a bit controversial. However, his second visit in 1945 was a
successful one. It provided a boost to the League election campaign and
eventually resulted in the Muslim League winning a reasonable number
of seats in the provincial legislature. Though details of Jinnah's Frontier
visits are available, nothing is written about the effects of his Frontier visit
on the local politics. An attempt is, therefore, being made here to evaluate

and analyse Jinnah's two Frontier visits and their impact on the provincial
politics of the N.W.F.P.

Jinnah’s First Visit to the N.W.F.P. (October 1936)

Under the Government of India Act, 1935, elections to the provincial
assemblies were announced for winter 1936-1937. Like many other
political parties, the All-India Muslim League decided to contest the
electians. At its 24th annual session at Bombay, on 12 April 1936, Jinnah,
the League President, was empowered to organise the League at an all-
India level and to constitute election boards both at the provincial and
central levels.* The main task before Jinnah was to organise scattered
Muslim political opinion on one platform. He started from the Punjab, one
of the Muslim majority provinces of British India. Unionists, a cross-
communal political organisation, then dominated the Punjab politics. Sir

- Fazl-i-Hussain and Sir Sikandar Hayat, prominent Muslim politicians of
the province, were opposed to the Muslim League and were trying their
utmost to block its entry into the province. Jinnah had already invited Sir
Fazl-i-Hussain to preside over the League session. ‘...At this moment’,
he wrote to Fazl-i-Hussain, ‘no one can give a better lead to the
Mussalmans of India than yourself... we want a man of your calibre and
experience, and nobody can well, at this critical moment, as far as | can
see, perform that duty and render service to the community as you
would be able to’. Jinnah made it clear that ‘your refusal will be the
greatest misfortune and a terrible disappointment to me personally’.s
Jinnah, however, received a negative reply from Sir Fazl-i-Hussain who
reportedly advised him to ‘keep his finger out of the Punjab pie’.¢

Fazl-i-Hussain criticised Jinnah for establishing a Muslim League
Parliamentary Board and regarded it as a ‘wrong move, detrimental to
Indian Muslim's interests’. He further remarked that Jinnah ‘has done
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seemingly nothing except talk and talk and talk. He apparently believed
that he was so clever that he will get people to agree to become his
nominees and serve on the Central Board and then they will be
responsible for running the elections in the province. So the scheme is
purely a paper one’.” However, despite the negative response from the
Punjab’s loyalist politicians, Jinnah was not disappointed and he remained
firm on reviving a ‘politically dead organisation’ into an organised political
body to contest the forthcoming elections.

Jinnah was in contact with some N.W.F.P. people since early 1920s.
He knew Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum (1864-1937) who was representing
the N.W.F.P. in the central legislature. Jinnah supported Sahibzada in
demanding the introduction of constitutional reforms in the Frontier '
Province, bringing it at par with. other Governors’ provinces of British
India.? Jinnah informed Sir Abdul Qaiyum of his intentions to visit the
N.W.E.P. in connection with the forthcoming election campaign and asked
his help in this regard. Sir Abdul Qaiyum, while appreciating Jinnah's
intended Frontier visit, informed him that, being in government service,
he could not send him the formal invitation. However, he would introduce
him to the Peshawar-based Muslim Independent Party's (MIP) workers.
Sir Qaiyum also offered his residence for Jinnah's stay at Peshawar
which Jinnah accepted. Sir Sahibzada immediately approached the local
workers of the MIP including Lal Badshah, Pir Bakhsh and Khuda Bakhsh
and informed them of Jinnah's desire to visit the N.W.F.P. and form a
Muslim League Election Board.® After getting a positive response from
Sir Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, Jinnah next contacted Allah Bakhsh Yusufi,
another Khilafat volunteer, whom he knew since the latter's stay at
Bombay. He asked Yusufi to provide him details regarding the latest |
political situation in the N.W.F.P. as he was ‘seriously thinking of coming’
to the province.” He also asked Pir Bakhsh, Abdul Ghatoor, Khuda
Bakhsh and few others to send him detailed account of the prevailing
situation in the province as he ‘is most anxious to come to Peshawar and
form a Muslim League Election Board'."

Pir Bakhsh informed Jinnah frankly that the N.W.F.P. has not so far
been able to respond positively to his request regarding the formation of
the'Muinm League Election Board. However, he formally invited Jinnah
to visit Peshawar on behalf of the MIP.”? The MIP sent Abdul Aziz
Khushbash, one of its workers, to hand over the formal invitation to
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.]innah, who was then staying at Faletli's Hotel, Lahore.'® The local MIP
workers contacted other party leaders' and informed them of Jinnah's
Frontier visit. A Reception Committee was also formed to welcome,
organise and facilitate Jinnah's stay at Peshawar. Prominent members
of the Reception Committee were Hakim Abdul Jalil Nadvi, Karam Elahi,
Mian Rahim Bakhsh, Hafiz Fazal Mahmood, Abdul Aziz Khushbash,
Shad Mohammad and Lala Agha Mohammad.'s
- Since a couple of years these urban Peshawaris were busy in
factional feuds. Abdul Rab Nishtar and Pir Bakhsh, both lawyers, had
developed hostility towards each other. In the absence of organised
party politics, the main reason seemed to be personal, i.e., aspiration to
leadership. When Nishtar got wind of the intended visit of Jinnah on the
invitation of his rivals, which he reckoned would benefit the election
campaign of Pir Bakhsh, he immediately sent Yusufi as his envoy to
Lahore to dissuade Jinnah from his mission. Jinnah was informed of the
rivalries of the urban Peshawaris and was advised to postpone the visit
till another appropriate time. He was warned of a disastrous outcome,
i.e., a complete failure as both the factions would be concentrating on
their own benefits rather to pay any heed to what Jinnah had to say.'s
However, Jinnah refused to postpone the visit and told them that since
he had accepted the invitation, he would be visiting the N.W.F.P. as per
programme.'” Nishtar tried, once again, to dissuade Jinnah not to visit
Peshawar. He himself went to Nowshera, met Jinnah at the railway
station and tried to prevail upon his earlier views.'® But Jinnah remained
firm and told Nishtar that his N:W.F.P. visit was part of the reorganisation
of the AIML in that province for the forthcoming elections and that
no interest in the feuds of the local Peshawaris. -
Political circles in the N.W.F.P. were looking forward to Jinnah's
Frontier visit with ‘great excitement and interest'.'® On 9 October, at a
meeting of the local Congress workers, it was decided to meet Jinnah
and request him not to deliver speeches against the Frontier Congress
as it would certainly lead to an ugly situation:2 Despite various
restrictive and punitive measures against the Khudai. Khidmatgars/
Congress workers during 1930-1936, the Frontier nationalists were still
dominant in the N.W.F.P.

Jinnah arrived at the Peshawar city ‘railway station early in the
morning on 18 October 1936, and was greeted Dy a sizeable number of

he had
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Peshawaris. The prominent among those present on the Occasion werg
Sahibzada Abdul"Qaiyum, Pir Bakhsh, Agha Lal Badshah,. Hakllm Abdy|
Jalil Nadvi, Sajjad Ahmad Jan, Malik Khuda Bhakhsh, Malik Saida Khg,
Shinwari and Malik Shad Mohammad. After welco.me ceremonies ?" the
station were over, Jinnah was taken in a Processuon l_hrough a planneq
‘oute which finally came to an end at Sahibzada's residence at Yakaty,
which had been furnished for Jinnah's stay at Peshawar.?! In the evening
Jinnah met the local Congress delegation led by Dr. C. C. Ghosh. Other
members of the delegation were Dr. Khan Sahib (member, Centra
Legislative Assembly), Abdul Qaiyum (barrister) and Syed Qaim Shan
(advocate). They had an hour long discussion with him.?2 No details are
available regarding the said meeting. Apart from the exchange of
pleasantries, probably they asked Jinnah not to deliver speeches against
the Khudai Khidmatgars as that would certainly result in creating a
negative image of Jinnah in the Frontier, to which he agreed.

Next day, on 19 October, Jinnah addressed a public meeting at
Shahi Bagh, Peshawar attended by about 400 people. The participants
of the meeting also included almost all the Hindu lawyers of the city. The
meeting was presided over by Agha Lal Badshah, and Pir Bakhsh acted
as the stage secretary. He also translated Jinnah's English speech into
Urdu. Jinnah appreciated the struggle of the Frontier people in getting
reforms for the N.W.F.P., in order to bring it at par with other provinces
of British India. He also informed them of his efforts in that connection.

* Elaborating on the details of his Frontier visit, he briefed the audience
about the main purpose of his visit which was to introduce and popularise
AIML in the N.W.F.P. Jinnah gave details of his efforts in bringing the
two major communities then inhabiting India, Muslims and Hindus,
together. He said he was compelled to say good bye to his ‘ideal’ and
instead to concentrate on the organisation and mobilisation of Musiim
community alone to achieve their due rights. He insisted on the
representative character of the AIML so that they would negotiate with
other polllical organisations in an honourable way.??

Jinnah also addressed the students of the Edwardes College,
Peshawar. He advised the students to ‘advance themselves politically
zr;:hsducagonallyf'.“ On 20 October, Jinnah visited Islamia College,
e Khv:t?;r UC;‘;LG'L%S“’ the G reports, he made a 'stirring’ speech al

- Nis emphasis remained on the unity of the Muslims.
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“Today your province’, said Jinnah, ‘is in the grip of outside influences
and internal divisions, and it is an irony of fate that those who opposed
the progress and constitutional advance of your province are still able to
exercise sufficient influence and to prevent the creation of solidarity of
Mussalmans in your province.' Jinnah further added that ‘Islam expects
every Muslim to do his duty. You, my young friends, show the way by
your own example, lead your province and go forward united on a single
platform under one flag and to speak with one voice."?®

During his stay at Peshawar, Jinnah visited Landi Kotal. Malik Saida
Khan Shinwari served as his host. This was really a concession to Jinnah
because previously no such kind of visits were permitted by the political
authorities. To discourage the political activities in the tribal areas, even’
the entry of politicians was banned. Even Abdul Ghaffar Khan was not
permitted to visit the tribal areas. A delegation of prominent tribal elders
met Jinnah and apprised him of the unfair treatment of the British Indian
Government towards them. They lamented the attitude of the government,
particularly the snatching away of the Khajuri Maidan from the Afridis
" after the Peshawar riots in 1930. Gandhi was approached time and
again, they informed Jinnah, in the same connection but he showed his
inability for the restoration of the former territory to its legitimate owners.
Jinnah was requested to raise his voice in their support at an all-India
level to which he agreed.?

" On 23 October, Jinnah held a private meeting with Sir Sahibzada
Abdul Qaiyum, Hakim Abdul Jalil Nadvi, K.B. Kuli Khan and Abdur Rahim.
They discussed the formation of the Muslim League in the N.W.F.P. Z
On Jinnah's advice, a local branch of AIML was formed with Malik Khuda
Bakhsh as president; Pir Bakhsh as General Secretary, and Hakim Abdul
Jalil Nadvi, Lal Badshah, Rahim Bakhsh, Syed Ali Shah and Abdul Latif
as members of the executive council.?® s

Next day, on 24 October, Jinnah left Peshawar by train for Lahore.
He was seen off at the railway station by workers of the MIP and his
newly formed League. According to the Khyber Mail, he was entirely
satisfied with his N.W.F.P. visit and ‘cherished strong hopes of a bright
future’.?® But according to Yusufi, Jinnah's mission to the N.W.F.P. was
a complete failure.® Shad also held the same view.?

As is evident from the candidates’ list, no member of AIML, not
even the members of the provincial executive council, took part in the
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elections in the Frontier Province, the main reason being the factional in-
fighting among the local Muslim leaders, particularly the urban Muslim
political leaders. As mentioned earlier, Nishtar and Pir Bakhsh were
political rivals. When Nishtar failed in his manoeuvres to convince Jinnah
to postpone the visit temporarily, he started a propaganda campaign
not only against his rival, Pir Bakhsh, but also against Jinnah and
the Muslim League. Pir Bakhsh, despite his being the formal host
of Jinnah in the N.W.F.P., paid very little attention to Jinnah and
“*remainied busy with' i own électioneering. Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum did
the same thing. He did not join the Muslim i_eague and remained busy
in organising his own supporters for the forthcoming elections. Thus, it
can be argued that Jinnah's first visit of the Frontier Province was a
complete fiasco as he failed even to get a single nomination from the
entire province to contest the elections on the Muslim League ticket. For
the time being, at least, the local issues were given priority over all-India
issues, thus limiting the provincial elections to some indigenous parties
and splinter groups except the Khudai Khidmatgars and the Frontier
Congress.

Jinnah's Second Visit (November 1945)

To further encourage the electioneering campaign of the AIML,
during 1945-46 elections, Jinnah decided himself to visit the N.W.F.P.
The dates for his intended visit were fixed, i:e., 19 November—27 November
1945. He was visiting the Frontier after about nine years. These years

. saw a drastic change in the provincial politics; some of the impo‘nant
ones are discuésed first to ’provi'd_e a proper context to his visit.

Under the new Constitution (Government of India Act, 1935), a
peo'p'le's. representative government was formed in April 1937. Though
the provincial Congress was the single majority party in the provincial

. -legislature, responding to the decision of All India Congress Committee,
they refused to pamcrpate in the mmlstry making process. In the absence
of Corjgress Sir Sahibzada was invited to help the Frontier Governor in
the fermation of ministry which he did readily. However, soon the
Congress'_differences with the government were over and it decided
to-form -ministries even in those provinces where it had not secured a
clear majority. In the N.W.F.P., Dr. Khan Sahib, the elder brother of
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Abdut Ghaffar Khan, who was the leader of the Congress party in the
assembly, moved a successful vote of no-confidence against Sir
Sahibzada's minislry. As Congress managed to command a majority Sir
George Cunningham, Governor N.W.F.P., invited Dr. Khan Sahib to form
his ministry. On 7 September, the Congress ministers took oath and
remained in office till 7 November 1939, and resigned following the
directive of their central organisation.

As staled earlier, there was no fear of ‘Islam in danger' in the
N.W.F.P., that's being the main reason the League had failed initially in
mobilising Muslim public opinion in its favour. During their term of office,
Dr. Khan Sahib's ministry took various steps to curtail the privileges of
nobility, majority of whom being big Khans and Nawabs.® In the absence
of any other political party, alarmed by the anti-Khans measures of the
Congress ministry, they flocked into the newly-organised N.W.F.P. Muslim
League, which they had earlier regarded as an organisation of a ‘few
un-influential people’.? ‘The old-fashioned Khans', reported Cunningham,
‘Who had hardly heard the name of the League six months ago, now
refer to it freely as an ordinary topic of conversation...."3 Initially, their
joining the Muslim League was not because of their sympathy with its
ideology and party programme, i.e., to protect and safeguard the Muslim
interest, which was an issue in the Muslim-minority provinces, but because
this being the only political platform which could protect them from the
Congress onslaught in the N.W.F.P.3 Therefore, the presence of such
a great number of Khans and other wealthy people in the League,
frequently using their cars for travelling purposes, earned for the
organisation the title ‘Motior League’ and it was generally referred to as
an association the ‘drawing room organisation of some important
Muslims'.* These Khans brought with them their core group of personal
retainers and traditional followers which proved a real source of power
to the Frontier Muslim League. This eventually resulted in providing the
Muslim League an opportunity to contest, and, surprisingly, win two out
of the total five seats during by-elections to the Frontier assembly.

With the outbreak of the War in 1939, following its central
organisation, the Frontier Congress ministry resigned. In the absence of
any other strong pro-government political organisation, Cunningham, the
Fronlier Governor, seeing no possibility of any alternative ministry,
assumed full administrative and legislative powers. Congress, once again,
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seemed to be on ‘war path’ with the government. This provided a change
to the AIML to popularise its ideology and party programme in thoge
areas where it still lacked party support. Moreover, after the passage of
the Lahore Resolution (March 1940), the political situation at the all-Ingia
level changed dramatically. However, unlike other Muslim-majority areas
in the N.W.F.P.. the Pakistan demand did not get any enthusiastic support,
at least for the time being.

During the War period an important feature of the British policy wag
to instal as many non-Congress ministries in the provinces as possible
to show to the outside world that despite the non-co-operation of thel
Congress (INC), the general public opinion in India was still on their side
and generously contributed to the Allied war efforts. In this connection
after hectic efforts, they installed a League ministry in the N\W.F.p,
under Sardar Aurangzeb. Although Sardar Aurangzeb remained the
League Chief Minister of the Frontier Province for about two years, his
various practices, including nepotism and misuse of official power, gave

a bad name to the organisation.”
No wonder, the League in the N.W.F.P. was termed as an

‘organization with sound principles in unworthy hands’.®® ‘In the Frontier',
it was argued, ‘the League has no Jinnah, no Khaliqguzzaman, no Ismail,
no Fazlul Hag — in fact, not a single popular and capable leader at its
back’. Moreover, ‘there are no primary Leaguers outside the town and
every district League is a packed body, controlled by a coterie of people
who have never seen a jail, except perhaps as nominated visitors and
who have no love lost with the masses...."® Discussing the provincial
League's weaknesses in the N.W.F.P., ‘a Leaguer', thus commented:

It is one of the fundamental weaknesses of the League in the
Erontier that its organisation lacks mass workers who would spread
over the entire countryside, cultivate intimate contact with the masses
and kindle a new fire in their hearts. Like an army which consists
of all‘officers and no soldiers our organization at present has all
leaders and no field workers. Another trouble is that some of our
leaders are thoroughly disturbed by the masses for their past
association by even though they might have really cast them off by
now. But things being what they are, it is in the best interest of the
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Mussalmans that these gentiemen should voluntarily become back-

benchers and hand over responsibility to the younger and m'ore
popular elements. Only in this way can sincere and devoted fle!d
workers be attracted to the League fold and public confidence In

the League leadership created.®

The year 1945 saw some significant changes in the political scenario
at the all-India level. As the war situation improved, and also compelled
by the world public opinion, particularly the USA, the British Indian
government convened a Conference for the solution of Indian political
problem. As a gesture of goodwill, the detained members of the Congress
were released. A Conference was held at Simla which started its
deliberations on 25 June. Apart from the presidents of the INC and AIML,
the Conference participants consisted of twenty-two delegates including
the representatives of the Scheduled Castes, the Sikhs and premiers
and ex-premiers of the British Indian provinces.® Differences between
the Congress and the Muslim League started right at the beginning of
the Conference. The main issue was the composition of the Viceroy's
Executive Council.*?

The Congress rejected Jinnah's demand as it could not accept the
Muslim League as the sole representative body of the Indian Muslims.
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Congress President refuted Jinnah and
cited the examples of the N.W.F.P., Bengal, the Punjab, and Assam —
Muslim-majority areas with non-League ministries.” Moreover, the

* Azad's argument was basically fallacious since the assemblies, elecled early in
1937, did not reflect the ascendancy the Muslim league had gained in Muslim politics since
1937. For instance, the League had won 46 (82%) oul of 58 Muslim seals (as againsl
three by the Congress) between 1 January 1938 and 12 September 1942, and nine out of
15 seats between 1942-45. In his telegram to Amery, Secretary of Stale, dated 7 March
1942 Lord Linlithgow had considered the Bengal League's demand for a general election
after Fazlul Haq's revolt “significant”. And it was a measure of League's soaring self-
confidence that Jinnah demanded a referendum on League's representative status in January
1941, while the League demanded eleclions to both cenlral and provincial legislatures in
its Karachi (1943) session. See C. Reginald Coupland, Report on the Conslitutional Problem
in India, Madras: Oxford University Press, 1944, 11:333, Appendix VI; Reginald Coupland,
India: A Restatement, London, Oxford University Press, 1945, pp. 184, 422: and
Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada (ed.), Foundations of Pakistan, Karachi, National Publishing
Company, 1970, 11:478 (Resolution No. 5). — Ed.
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Congress demanded complete independence for India while the Musjin,
League was unwilling to agree to a constitution on any basis other than
that of Pakistan.®® For Jinnah, independence at that stage was probably
shelving the Pakistan issue for an indefinite period ‘whereas the Congresg
will have secured under this arrangement what they want, namely, a
clear road for their advance towards securing Hindu national independence
for India..."** Thus, the deliberations at Simla ended in failure, marking
a ‘watershed’ in Indian political history.

The N.W.F.P. intelligentsia was carefully watching the events af
Simla. The outcome was not encouraging. However, it provided a chance
to the provincial Muslim League to portray itself as the sole champion of
safeguarding and protecting Muslim rights on an all-India level, One
Mohammad Zaman Advocate (Charsadda) appreciated Jinnah's
immemorable stand' at Simla which ‘opened the eyes of the Pathans
of this Province. It worked as a miracle and changed the political
philosophy of the Pathans....** The Khyber Mail reported that over one
thousand telegrams supporting Jinnah had been sent to Simla from the
N.W.F.P.#6 Cunningham also confirmed it and reported that since the
failure of talks at Simla, the well-educated Muslims in the N.W.F.P. were
becoming anti-Hindu and pro-Muslim League.”” He further added that
' find that the failure of the Simla has made people think and talk more
about the Pakistan issue. What | heard tends to confirm my earlier
impression that not many people here believe in Pakistan in the sense
of dismemberment from the rest of India...and one went so far as to say
that it is time that-the young Muslim element took the matter into their
hands and defined what they really believe is the essence of Pakistan —
safeguarding of Muslim interests at the Centre, and no complete
severance...'s®

Immediately after the failure of talks at Simla, a significant number
of ‘political heavy-weights’ in the N.W.F.P. joined the Muslim League.
Prominent amongst the new entrants was Amin-ul-Hasanat, the Pir of
Manki Sharif, who joined the League with a large number of his disciples,
A number of prominent Congress leaders also joined the League. They
included Abdul Qaiyum (former Deputy Leader of the Congress in the
Central Assembly), Arbab Abdul Ghafoor (former Congress MLA), Ghulam
Mohammad Khan Lundkhwarh (ex-president of the Frontier Provincial
Congress Committee), Rab Nawaz Khan (one time Salar of the Khudai
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Khidmatgars) and Mohammad Abbas Khan (former Industries Minister in
the first Congress ministry).* These new entrants brought with them
their experience, organisational skill, a large number of their followers
and some future strategy to combat Congress and work for their common
goal — the achievement of Pakistan.

The Labour Party won the general elections in Britain in July 1945.
A new government under Clement Attlee was formed. One of the priorities
of the new government regarding India was to solve the Indian problem
without any further delay. It announced elections for central and provincial
legislatures.® These elections were aimed at leading to democratic
government and eventually to Indian independence. Like other political
organisations of the country, the AIML also decided to contest the
elections for two main reasons: to approach the voters and ask them to
cast their votes for the Muslim League to bolster the cause of Islam and
Pakistan, and to prove that the Muslim League was the only representative
‘organisation of Muslims in India.*

Thus, to give a further boost to the League electioneering campaign,
Jinnah decided to visit the N.W.F.P. He arrived at Peshawar by air from
Delhi on the morning of 19 November, 1945. He was greeted by the
local Leaguers at Peshawar airport.®? The arrangements for Jinnah's
stay were made at K. B. Mohammad Hassan Khan's house. Immediately
on his arrival, Jinnah convened a meeting attended by almost all the
prominent Leaguers including Bakht Jamal, Nishtar, Abdul Qaiyum, Taj
Ali Khan, Pir of Manki, Sardar Aurangzeb and Samin Jan.>® On 20
November, at 2.30 p.m. Jinnah was taken in a procession through a
planned route, i.e., Hashtnagari, Shadi Pir, Karimpura, Chowk Yadgar,
Reshamgaran, Qissa Khwani and terminated outside the Kabuli Gate
near Islamia Club at 4.30 p.m. According to the authentic reports, the
number of the participants swelled from time to time and reached to a
maximum of about 15,000 people.*

On the same evening, Jinnah participated in the Muslim League
Conference, held at Shahi Bagh, Peshawar. There was a ‘tug of .war
between Nishtar and Qaiyum over the presidentship of the League’s
Conference. To avoid direct confrontation, it was decided that Nawab
Siddiq Ali Khan (MLA Central) would preside over the Conference.
Other prominent participants of the Conference, from outside the
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Frontier, included Sardar Shaukat Hayat, Nawab of Mamdot and
Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din.%

Jinnah, in his speech, reminded the audience (between 30,000 anqg
50,000) that he was visiting the Frontier after a long time. When he hag
come to Peshawar in 1936, he addressed a meeting in the same place.
Not more than two hundred people attended that meeting. But now he
found a lot of difference between 1936 and 1945. ‘Today millions are
behind the League and everybody knows that the League is the
representative organisation of the Muslims'. Jinnah added that both Hindys
and Angrez were their enemies and that they had to fight with them for
their rights. He warned the Muslims of the chal (deception) and ja/ (trap)
of the Hindus. He urged them to vote for the League candidates. ‘The
whole world', Jinnah warned, ‘is watching these elections’. If the League
were defeated, then Muslims in India would be reduced to the
condition of ‘untouchables’ and Islam in India would be completely
destroyed.*® Jinnah further added that he was the worst Muslim today in
Hindu eyes, his fault being that he wanted to bring the Muslims under
one flag, on one platform and for one goal. If the Hindus wanted
independence, Jinnah remarked, the Muslims wanted it a thousand times
more but if the Hindus wanted to remain slaves of the British and rule
over the Muslims, they (the Muslim) wouid not become double slaves,
The recent elections, he declared, 'is a first step towards the achievement
of Pakistan'.s

On 24 November, Jinnah visited Manki Sharif and Mardan. He was
already in contact with the Pir of Manki Sharif.5 Jinnah arrived at Manki
Sharif at 11.45 am. He was greeted and profusely garlanded. In response
to Manki's welcome address, Jinnah appreciated the support of 'vlama
and masha'ikh in achieving a separate homeland-for Muslims. He
reiterated his earlier appeal for giving votes to the official League
candidates.*® On his arrival at Mardan, Jinnah was taken in a procession
through the main bazaar to the Municipal Park. Jinnah advised the
Leaguers to vote for the League's official candidates even if they felt
uncomfortable with certain individuals.

On 25 November, Jinnah attended a Conference of Sarhad Muslim
Students' Federation held at Islamia College, Peshawar. Shaikh Taimur,
Principal of the College, welcomed the distinguished guests. He lauded
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the services of Jinnah which he had rendered to the Muslim community.®

In reply, Jinnah made an ‘inspiring’ speech. Elaborating on the political

situation in India, particularly the Muslim League and its Pakistan scheme,
he remarked:

... Today, out of that crowd of hundred million of humans, we have
no(w) consolidated a quarter and created a nation in this land. The
Muslims are not a minority, they are a nation. If you follow them
[Congress] you are their brethren and if you dont you are called
only a minority and a minority cannot possibly overrule the majority,
who are only Hindus. Well: a nation cannot live in the air, it must
have its territory. When we declared our goal in 1940, that the
nation must have a territory and by the grace of God, we are in
overwhelming majority in six Provinces, viz., Frontier, Punjab, Sind,
Baluchistan, Bengal and Assam. We declared that we want to live
in our provinces according to our Islamic ideals. And now the Muslim
League which is the sole authoritative body of the Muslims has
achieved this much, that we are under one banner, on one platform,
and with a definite goal of ‘Pakistan’. Can any honest man contradict
me? Today the voice of Muslim League rings not only in India but
throughout the world. Today in every paper you read or any radio
that you hear, you will find that every one of them speaks of the
Muslim League either supporting its cause or abusing it, somehow
or the other. Well, a worthless person is never abused....What is
Pakistan? Pakistan means that we do not wish to continue to remain
slaves, we want to be free. At the same time we do not want to
change masters, and from the British slavery we are not going to
accept the “Hindu Raj” and accept slavery of the "Raj".®
Speaking on the importance of the elections, he noted, that ‘These
elections have special importance. The Congress have got press, money
and resources and, of course, they are throwing money, which comes
form black market and is being used in the ‘black market among the
Mussalmans... A great deal of false propaganda is being carried out in
the world, especially in America and in England, because they have got
unlimited finances and agents. Therefore the public of the world get
confused. If you win, you will make them believe that you want ‘Pakistan’
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and if not, you would be helping that false propa
Congress...' ®

On 26 November, Jinnah addressed a gathering of Mus|im st
al Edwardes College, Peshawar. Jinnah made a ‘shory
emphasising the need for Pakistan. Pakistan, he explained, ‘me
weslern and eastern zones of this subcontinent, where the Muslims ar
in over-whelming majority. It is there where the Muslims want to Jiyg
according to their own customs, laws and religion...'s* He made it clea,
that the Muslims were not going to be fooled any more. They had made
up their minds definitely that they ‘will fight for Pakistan' | as
Muslim was alive in India.5

On 27 November, Jinnah left Peshawar for Delhi by plane, He was
seen off by prominent Leaguers. Jinnah gave the followin
message’ to the Frontier people:

ganda of the

Speech
ans the

ingle
9 ‘parting

Every vote in favour of Muslim League candidate means Pakistan.
Every vote against Muslim League candidate means Hindu raj.
That is the only choice and only issue before us. | am sure that the
Mussalmans of Frontier will rise to the occasion and will play their
magnificent part as spearhead of Pakistan.

| have now been over a week in the Frontier Province and |
have seen many people, addressed thousands and had talks with
hundreds and | am happy to say that solid body of Mussalmans
belonging to all classes is united and now without doubt is
wholeheartedly behind and with the Muslim League. The
revolutionary change that has come over 1o this province is almost
miraculous. | feel confident that if complete unity which | have
witnessed is guided by our leaders here properly; we shall sweep
polls in the Frontier Province. Victory is in our hands and it is for
our leaders here to make it an accomplished-fact, My message and
appeal to every Mussalman of this province is that after the final
decision of the Central Parliamentary Board regarding the selection
of candidates, whatever his personal or individual opinion may be,
he should support the official League candidate who has got ticket
and cast every vote in his favour. This support and vote for him
does not mean approval of some or disapproval of others. Discipline
demands that you should vote for League candidates. Prestige and
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honour of the organisation to which we have the privilege to belong
demand that we should support League candidates even though he
may be a lamp post and above all for the sake of our cause We
want to secure thumping verdict at this moment and prove to the
world that the Mussalmans have definitely decided to achieve
Pakistan.®®

Jinnah's Frontier visit, according to Governor Cunningham, ‘provided
some fairly effective propaganda for the Muslim League’, and further
strengthened its position in the N.W.F.P.% Although it provided a boost
to the election campaign of the Muslim League, still faction-feuds and
personal-rivalries, particularly between Qaiyum and Nishtar, marred the
election results, which was shocking to Jinnah and the League central
leadership. The League candidates succeeded in 17 out of a total of
50 constituencies. However, if one gives a careful consideration to the
impact of Jinnah's Frontier visit, one sees some significant changes in
the League organisation. After Jinnah's successful visit of 1945, a sizeable
qumber of ‘ulama and masha'ikh, thanks to the efforts of the Pir of Manki
Sharif. decided to support Pakistan. They provided moral and material
strength to Muslim League during its ‘civil disobedience movement’ against
Khan Sahib’s ministry during December 1946-June 1947. Particularly the
murids of the Pir of Manki Sharif remained at the forefront of each
agitation aimed at dislodging Dr. Khan Sahib from power. After November
1945, various classes of professionals and factions of the Frontier society
supported the Pakistan movement. They included students, women and
some Muslim government officials. Jinnah's contacts with the tribesmen
enabled the provincial League to get additional support for Pakistan few
months prior to partition. Moreover, after Jinnah's visit the most remarkable
feature of the provincial politics was that the Frontier Muslim League was
converted into a ‘masses’ party. It was no more a ‘drawing room’
organisation of some prominent Muslims, an image of the provincial
League since its inception in the 1930s. It was transformed into an
organisation with grassroot support of Muslim intelligentsia and common
man alike. The influence of the big Khans, Jagirdars and title-holders
was curtailed. This eventually resulted in Muslims of the province taking
interest in the ideology and party programme of the AIML and eventually
a verdict in favour of joining Pakistan.
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